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Abstract

This article reports a practice on the application of simulated patients(SP) for nursing
education. Employment of SP is expected to provide nursing students a better
communication skill and practical nursing competency because it may re-create actua strain
between nurses and patients without any real patient damage.
In fact, the SP was adopted to certain classes of the courses including “ Fundamental nursing
skills” and “Fundamental nursing methodology (Nursing process) ” in the Department of
Nursing, Yamagata Prefectural University of Health Science. From 2010, application of SP
has been extended to classes of the courses including “ Theory of human relationships in
nursing” and “ Adult nursing methodology 11”. In these classes, al the students successfully
experienced the feeling of being at the clinical scene. The practice with SP provided much
more reality to than that with students alone or students and the educational stuffs.
The in-class remarks or the post-class reports of students indicated that they could learn the
necessity of listening to patients voice, standing in the patients viewpoints, paying
attention to patients’ background and nonverbal communication with patients in the practice
with SP.
So far each of stuffs has set the goal of the class and has improved teaching skill
independently. Reciprocal cooperation and systematic reconstruction on the application of
SP may contribute further development of the nursing education.
Key words: simulated patient, nursing, education, clinical practice
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