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Analyses of the Literature on Accountability in the Fields of
Public Administration and Regional Public health

— A Basic Study Aimed at Establishing the Methodology for Practices of

Public Health Nursing on the Basis of the Perspective of Accountability —

Naoko KAWAI" | Kyoko SUGAWARA” , Fujiko YUZAWA?

Abstract : We have analyzed the literature in the fields of public administration and regional
public health in order to clarify the points at issue regarding accountability, as part of a basic
study aimed at establishing the methodology for practices of public health nursing on the basis
of the perspective of accountability. As a result, we have confirmed that accountability is in
fact the “social responsibility” for appointed professionals to explain how they have managed
and correctly dealt with what they have been entrusted to do. Moreover, we have also found
out that the issues of accountability on the part of the administration for public health nurses
and their practices of public health nursing are closely related to the accountability issues
raised in the domain of public administration. In other words, we have made it clear that it is
necessary for the administration to fulfill accountability for the residents by taking
“community participation” into consideration following the principle of “decentralization”
and promoting the “information disclosure” on the basis of “policy evaluation” . In these
circumstances, our study suggests that public health nurses are expected to use various
opportunities to work as a professional for and with the residents, and to perform
accountability for the residents with their own professional characteristics in mind.
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