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An Empirical Study on Nursing Activity Using Critical Paths

Kazuko KATO,

Miyoko NAGUMO, Yuko NAKAMURA
Nobuki UCHIDA, Tomoko KATAGIRI,

Atsuko HARA

Abstract : This paper explores the conditions of activity practiced by experienced nurses

using critical paths built in an electronic medical record system. Semi-structured focus

group interviews of veteran nurses were conducted at a general hospital where a compre-

hensive medical care system has been introduced for two years.

Three activity patterns emerged :

1) Choosing instructions in a critical path based on

his/her experiences and adding the experiences and tacit knowledge to the instructions in ac-

tual patient care;2) Performing all instructions in accord with a critical path; 3) Arbitrarily

choosing and performing part of the instructions in a critical path.

Key words : critical path (s), electronic medical record (s), nursing practice, qualitative

study, experienced (veteran) nurse
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