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The Personal Expectations of Public Health Nurses in
Disaster Situations, and how They View their Role
with Public Heath Care Needs in a Disaster

Mie Aoki”, Sumi Misawa"”, Michko Kamata”, Miki Niino”, Ryoko Kawamura”

Abstract : The purpose of this study is to clarify the personal expectations of public health
nurses who are working in community, and how they will handle their role in a disaster
situation.

The subjects for the survey were 358 public health nurses who work for public health
organizations in prefecture A, with 282 responding (77.5% participation). The average length
of public health care service was 14.4 *+ 9.5 years.

The surveys were done with questions in which 52 areas were covered, regarding
emergency health care needs in disaster situations. The survey also covered areas of concern
that the participants had in carrying out their roles. We provided seminars, training, and
simulations on disaster relief and rescue situations. We then sought how many of these public
health nurses participated in the training offered. The 52 questions asked referred to studies
that were already published, which talked about the different cycles of a disaster.

As a result, more than 50% of the participants responded that 22 of the 52 areas were their
responsibility, and the personal expectations are greater to be involved in when an actual
disaster happens. Where the sense of responsibility was higher were: 1. Evaluation of
evacuee's health, 2. Informing people about preventing disease, 3. Psychological care and 4.
Prevention of infectious diseases. The sense of responsibility was lower in: 1. Redevelopment
of community, 2. Organizing groups and providing resource maps for those affected.

The main hurdle we had was that only 18.4% of these participated in the training and
seminars on disaster nursing as well as disaster relief and rescue situations. 84.4% of the
nurses answered that they were not confident in their ability to accomplish their role in a
disaster.

From the results, the community public health nurses have a higher sense of responsibility
during and right after the disaster, rather than after the disaster, and the rebuilding period.
Realistically, people expect that these professionals will be involved in the community efforts
of rebuilding, and heath related problems that come up during the rebuilding period, not just
during the disaster. Therefore, the expectations of community residents, and that of the heath
care professionals are not the same. The overall results showed us many dangers, and that
when a disaster occurs, that public health nurses will not have enough knowledge and skills to
help according to their own self-expectations. This will create many inadequacies, and will
give a sense of failure to those involved.
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