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Perception of maternal and gender roles of
mothers in Yamagata Prefecture
Keiko ENDO" , Yukiko SATO" , Sumi MISAWA"
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Abstract :

This study is intended to explicate how maternal and gender roles were recognized by
the mothers with children in Yamagata Pref. and what differences there were between the
recognition of working mothers and non-working mothers, or between that of them and
their mothers (-in-law) . The data was collected by questionnaires through the preschools in
Yamagata Prefecture.

314 mothers perceived their maternal role positively and negatively at one time. Non-
working mothers considered the maternal role more negatively than working mothers.
Working mothers agreed less with the Japanese traditional concept on gender that a man
works and a wife manages a home, and agreed more with the concept that women should
work after their marriage and childbirth. On the other hand, perceptions of mothers'
maternal and gender roles were significantly different from those of their mothers (-in-law) .

These findings suggest that it is important to respect what perceptions about their
maternal and gender roles mothers have in order to support child care.

Key words : maternal role, gender role, support for child care
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