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Verification of classified situations for falls
of elderly people in nursing homes
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Tomoko KATAGIRI”, Katsuhiko SUZUKI?, Tomokazu ITO”
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Abstract :

Purpose : Situations in which falls occurred in health service facilities for the aged have
previously been classified into 11 patterns. The aim of the study was to verify whether this
classification could be applied to situations in which falls occurred in a special nursing
home for the aged.

Method : Subjects were 26 out of 86 nursing home residents experienced falls at a special
nursing home for the aged. Falls were evaluated over a 1-year period by means of a fall
record form created in this study. Risk factors for falling were examined and classified into
11 situational patterns in accordance with our preceding research at health service facilities
for the aged.

Results : Twenty of the 26 residents who experienced falls (76.9%) conformed to 6
situational patterns. Patterns for falls of the remaining six residents were similar to those
classified for the other cases.

Discussion : There was considerable overlap in situations between nursing home residents
and patients in health service facilities experienced falls. These results suggest that falls
among the elderly living in residential facilities could be anticipated to a greater extent than
at present, allowing more falls to be prevented.

Keywords : classification of situations in which falls occurred, the elderly, nursing

homes for the aged, health service facilities for the aged.
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