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in end-of-life care

Tika Yamagawa"”, Yuka Ito”, Tomoko Sasaki"

Rumi Ajiki”, Junko Goto”, Ai Saito”

Abstract

In order to promote an individualized care for people who are in their last days of life, it is

necessary to elucidate the knowledge of the entire hospital staff in end-of-life care. Self-

administered questionnaires were conducted at a hospital. We handed out the questionnaire

to 277 staff members and obtained 247 answers from our respondents. As a result, “testacy”

was the most common word related to end-of-life care. The last place of care at which

patients wish was an equal percentage of a home and a hospital, but the last place of care at

which their families wish had a slightly higher number of homes. The main reason for

choosing a home was “a wish to die at home in familiar surroundings,” but the reason for

choosing a hospital was the concern of “family burden.” When patients chose to die at

home, a significant number of their families also chose the same answer. Because of

weakened family functions and others, it is difficult to fulfill a patient’s wish for end-of-life

care at home due to consideration towards the family. Our study showed that it is the

important to educate about end-of-life care for patients, their families, and hospital staff .
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