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Application of Developmental Scale for Infantile
Communication :
Characteristics of autistic and Normal Children

Shinji SATAKE*, Shigeo KOBAYASHT**

Abstract : The communicative behaviors of three autistic children and of two normal in-
fants were evaluated in terms of the developmental scale of infantile communication and
the behavior observation. The results suggested that in both methods the normal infants
who were at the stage of early language development showed interactive acts which led
both to environmental (physical) effects and social effects. On the contrary, the children
with severely autistic symptoms showed few interactive acts which led to social effects, yet
they showed interactive acts which led to environmental effects. From the result, the
consistency between the developmental scale of infantile communication and the behavior
observation, and the effectiveness of the developmental scale of infantile communication
were suggested. For children with autism who were able to use language to a certain
degree, however, necessity to evaluate sophistication of communicative functions and
acquisition of conversational rules was suggested.
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