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The Current Trend of Studies on Acquisition of
Verbal Behaviors in the Developmental Disordered:
Focusing on Practical Studies based on Applied
Behavior Analysis in School Education

Shinji SATAKE

Abstract : Since the second half of the 1970s, instructive methods of functional verbal

behaviors in the developmental disordered were developed under the influence of the

incidental teaching which was offered to teach verbal behaviors using natural context of

daily activities. In this study, we reviewed several investigations of applied behavior

analytic teaching of verbal behaviors which were practiced in school education under the

influence of the incidental teaching. The result is summarized as follows: 1) Targeted

verbal behaviors were requesting object, requesting action, requesting instruction, reporting

and taking message, replying, and conversing. 2) Popular instructive procedures were Time-

delay, Mand-model, and verbal prompt. Especially, Time-delay was most frequently used.

3) As school living situations in which verbal behaviors were taught, several kinds of

situation were used, such as play, academic subjects, vocational training, activity of duty,

lunch, preparation of lunch, tea time, brushing teeth, cleaning room, changing clothes,

preparation before leaving school, good-by meeting, and playing story. 4) Most studies

included test of generalizations, such as stimulus generalization, situation generalization,

person generalization, and response generalization. Finally, some expectations for the

future were suggested as follows. A) to systematically adjust the applied behavior analytic

teaching techniques of verbal behaviors with the curriculums of school education, clinical

therapy, and social welfare. B) to precisely evaluate the practical usefulness of acquired and

generalized verbal behaviors for daily living of the developmentally disordered. C) to

examine the procedures of social-environmental adjustment, social assistance, and social

support in order to maximize the quality of life of the developmentally disordered.
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