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Application of The ATDP (The Attitudes
Towards Disabled Persons Scale) for
Occupational Therapy Students
— the Preliminary Research —

Mayumi MURAI (OTR), Shinya SAKAI (OTR), Hiroshi AOYAMA (M. S., OTR)*
Takeshi DEGUCHI (Ph. D.) **, Ryoji NISHIMURA (MD) ***

Abstract : The attitudes toward disabled person were studied in 122 occupational therapy
students in three OT schools. Their attitudes were assessed by a survey test of the Attitudes
Toward Disabled Persons, developed by Yuker, et al. We tried to extract the factors from
the ATDP scale, but we could'nt get them in this study. We investigated the results of 2
schools which got the data of 2 grades. As to the total scores of the ATDP scale, one
school's students had negative attitudes toward disabled persons as the grade advanced.
The other school's students did not vary the attitudes as the grade advanced. Additionally,
we compared the former to latter about 3 factors, extracted by Yamamoto, et al ; @ negation
of character, @ negation of abilitiy, ® affirmation of normality. The former showed the
both negative attitudes, and the latter showed the positive attitudes as to the factors. The
results in this study suggested some factors, including occupational therapy curricula,
influenced the occupational therapy students' attitudes toward disabled persons. We think it
need to make it clear about these factors and to research using larger sample sizes in the
furture study.
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