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Nursing student’s learning achievements in the
practice of terminal care
Satomi NUMAZAWA" , Minako KOBAYASHI" , Akemi FUJITA? ,
Kyoko INOUE" , Ryoko SAITO" , Masako SETO"

Abstract : Eleven 3rd year nursing students in a three year nursing course were studied to
assess their learning achievements when practicing their skills taking care of terminally ill
patients. The data was collected from their reports which they had written as part of their
assignments during their practice sessions. The reports were then analyzed using the
Berelson's Content analysis method. 19 categories were derived. Of these, the top 5
categories were ; 1) perceiving the difficulty associated with the provision of care ; 2)
understanding the nursing skills necessary for caring for terminally ill patients ; 3)
understanding the care needed to ensure the dignity of patients' as well as their families'
will in accordance with their wishes ; 4) understanding patients from multiple perspectives
and 5) acknowledging and accepting their own emotional response towards the terminal
patients and their death. These categories are highly suggestive that the students gained in 6
skill and practice areas namely ; how to adjust and adapt their skills to meet individual
needs ; reassessment of the nature of nursing and its function in taking care of patients ;
orienting themselves by establishing their self-concept as human beings and as nursing
students ; understanding the need to acquire nursing practice skills as essential to
developing their ability to serve ; perceiving the interplay between the difficulty and the
satisfaction related to the practice of nursing and finally, gaining a better understanding of
the role of the nursing profession in terminal care nursing.
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